[image: image1.jpg]NATIONAL MUSEUMS [i\73ele]N





Wolfgang Tillmans at the Walker Art Gallery

Turner-prize winning artist exhibits during Liverpool Biennial
A group of works by German photographer Wolfgang Tillmans goes on public display for the first time among the Walker Art Gallery’s permanent collection from 18 September to 12 December 2010.
The exhibition features nine photographic works, dating from 2004 to 2009, recently acquired by the Arts Council Collection, as well as a number of works from Tillmans’ own collection.
The photographs will be displayed as installations and interventions, curated by Tillmans, around the gallery.
The installations reflect the artist’s very personal response to the Walker Art Gallery’s distinguished permanent collection drawing out connections between his own work and traditional genres such as still life, landscape and portraiture. His selection ranges across a broad span of art history, including the gallery’s medieval and renaissance collection, a painting by one of Liverpool’s most famous artists, George Stubbs and contemporary masters, such as Patrick Caulfield.
The Walker Art Gallery’s head of fine art, Ann Bukantas says: "We are very excited to be working with Wolfgang Tillmans on this exhibition which promises to reinterpret some of the Walker Art Gallery's best-known works.
"For an artist like Tillmans the installation functions as a work of art in its own right. Through his interventions he invites us to consider the relationship between works and the locations in which they sit, rather than simply looking at an individual piece.
"Tillmans is one of the most exciting and innovative artists of his generation so we are thrilled to be showing his work during the Liverpool Biennial and we are very grateful to the Arts Council Collection for making it possible to bring such an important group of works to the Walker Art Gallery.”

More…
Caroline Douglas, Head of the Arts Council Collection, Southbank Centre says: “We are delighted to be able to debut this outstanding new acquisition at the Walker Art Gallery.  The project is emblematic of the kind of imaginative collaboration the Arts Council Collection can have with important museums in Britain. The exhibition demonstrates that art is a continuum, across centuries, a conversation that goes on beyond generations and one that we are all a part of.” 
The Arts Council Collection acquired the nine works by Tillmans as a partial gift from the artist and with a grant from leading independent charityThe Art Fund. 
Notes to editors  

The Arts Council Collection is the largest national loan collection of modern and contemporary British art in the world and holds work by the country’s most prominent artists. It was formed in 1946 by the Arts Council of Great Britain and has been managed by the Hayward Gallery, Southbank Centre since 1987. From the outset, the intention was to support artists living and working in Britain through the purchase and display of their work, and to tour exhibitions across the country thereby encouraging public appreciation of modern and contemporary art, making it the widest circulated collection of its kind. The Art Fund has helped the Arts Council buy works of art for its collection since 1989, with grants totalling over £100,000, including the purchase of Antony Gormley’s seminal work Field for the British Isles in 1995.

Artist information
Wolfgang Tillmans (b.1968) was the first artist working with photography at the centre of his practice to have won the Turner Prize (in 2000) and is the first non-British citizen to have done so. Tillmans’ photographic work became known in the 1990s via his many portraits, still lives and abstract work that continue to distinguish his practice until the present day. He has earned himself wide recognition as a chronicler of his generation. His early experience of showing his work, not via the gallery system, but through print, was critical in Tillmans’ approach to photography as a medium.  
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